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Before Women Could Lean In



Before Women Felt Safe To Speak Up



Before Women Were Believed



Or Took Every Opportunity To Make Their Voices Heard



There was a woman in a small 
Alabama town who said 
ENOUGH was ENOUGH. 

An unlikely heroine, 
it is upon her shoulders that all 
these women stand. 

Her name is LILLY.



LILLY LEDBETTER WAS THE ONLY FEMALE NIGHT SUPERVISOR AT THE GOODYEAR 
TIRE FACTORY WHERE SHE ENDURED A MISERABLE JOB AND SACRIFICED FAMILY 
LIFE IN EXCHANGE FOR THE BEST PAYING JOB IN THE COUNTY.  



AFTER 20 YEARS SHE DISCOVERED THAT SHE WAS BEING PAID HALF OF WHAT HER 
MALE CO-WORKERS EARNED FOR ONE REASON ALONE - HER GENDER.   

THIS IS THE STORY OF HER JOURNEY TO RIGHT THAT WRONG.



A L A B A M A 
Where astounding natural beauty has been 

tarnished by oppression and brutality,
setting the themes for LILLY.



Born into poverty, to a harsh mother, on a farm without electricity 
or running water, Lilly worked in cotton fields at the age of eight, 
where she experienced the subjugation of girls and women and 
witnessed the terrors of racial prejudice.

But she dreamed of a better life and persevered though decades 
of obstruction and humiliation in the workplace, determined to 
prove to the world that she had value.



The film zeroes in
on the period of time as this 
hardworking, uneducated 
factory worker transforms 
from a woman 
with a grievance 
into the 
“face and voice” 
of a social movement - 
becoming 
a true American hero.

Her personal journey is 
equally challenging, 
desperate 
to prove her worth and make 
peace within herself.



The Goodyear Tire factory - 1979 
Lilly Ledbetter is the ONLY woman to work the floor.



Pranks, intimidation, and harassment escalate into VIOLENCE.  
For 20 years she endures toxic misogyny in order to keep her kids out of poverty.



- but Lilly can’t afford to let anything jeopardize the best paycheck in the county.

Managing family life is rough when mom works at night -



But when Lilly discovers that men with the same job  
have been paid TWICE her wages,  
the RAGE she has long repressed rises up.



She meets a lawyer who sees 
something special in her.  

They become a team. 

She trusts the legal system to 
defend and protect her, naive of 

the wrath these claims will ignite. 



Her husband Charles recognizes  
that his wife has the courage and stamina  
to take on this Goliath.   



She battles through three trials. 
Culminating in  
The Supreme Court.



But from rednecks, to corporate bureaucrats, and political henchmen — 
there are powerful forces invested in her failure. 



And they will do anything to silence her!



She’s in danger at every turn.



And there are 
consequences.



Despite heart-wrenching setbacks,  
and without seeing a dollar in reparations for herself,  
she re-doubles her efforts for justice for ALL WOMEN.  

She becomes an activist.



Lilly works tirelessly to convince Congress to change the law. 



Despite Charles’ illness he urges her to continue. 



Lilly is invited to address the nation - 
to tell her story to millions of Americans.



The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (2009) 
 is the first piece of legislation President Obama signs. 



Charles does not live to see Lilly’s achievement. 
But her family finds a way back together. 



Lilly has become the woman
 she’d always envisioned. 



I’m captivated by Lilly’s story for many reasons:   

A CHARACTER who battles David & Goliath 
oppressions and then prevails, celebrates the 
narrative of how one extraordinary person can 
make a difference.   

A WOMAN from a time and place that ruled with  
tyranny, who dreams of a better life, then 
transforms herself and those around her, inspires 
others to have hope for change.  

A GREAT MOVIE that entertains while it 
enlightens can ignite cultural change. LILLY can be 
a catalyst that propels gender equality to a tipping 
point, an emotionally gripping story and a perfect 
film for this moment. 

Whistle-blowers. Truth-tellers. Underdogs. I’ve 
always loved movies about tenacious fighters 
whether their battles be political or personal.  
LILLY is a story about justice and the remarkable 
woman who would stop at nothing until the world 
noticed.  

LEDBETTER 
Director’s Statement: 

RACHEL FELDMAN



Films that illuminate social issues, told from deeply personal perspectives, often 
resonate within our culture, becoming successful at award season and at the box office.



We are in a time that 
needs women who
RESIST
INSIST 
PERSIST
& ENLIST.

Lilly Ledbetter is a 
true life HEROINE.

LILLY is the perfect 
movie for this 
moment.



RACHEL FELDMAN 
Director / Writer  
     L I L L Y is my passion project, the nexus of 
my professional, personal, and political life. 
The screenplay for L I L L Y has been 
awarded the NYWIFT Ravenal Foundation 
Grant and is also an Athena List winner. 

I’ve had the pleasure of directing film and 
television for over thirty years, with more than 
70 credits in dramatic movies and series. 
Winter/Sprin 2019 I directed BLUE BLOODS, 
CRIMINAL MINDS, & the pilot & first season 
of the new MGM series, THE BAXTERS. 

My pilot, KINKS, awarded the WGA’s highest 
honors, was the only American selection at 
MIP Cannes 2019, one of four scripts chosen 
out of 500 in competition. I’ve written 
numerous features & pilots. 

A long-time activist for gender equity in 
Hollywood, and former Chair of the DGA 
Women’s Committee, I’m featured in the 
documentaries about women directors, “Half 
The Picture” and the Geena Davis produced, 
“This Changes Everything.” 

You can follow me @WomenCallAction 

Please visit: www.rachelfeldman.com

http://www.rachelfeldman.com
http://www.rachelfeldman.com


Contact:


VERVE :  Pamela Goldstein pgoldstein@vervetla.com (310) 558-2424

EPIDEMIC : Darryl Taja  darryltaja@epidemicglobal.com  (310) 444-5592


c 2019 LILLY / Rachel Feldman

Lilly age 7 with her mother and grandmother. 
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